
     

 

SECRETARY GENERAL  

CONCLUDES WORKING MISSION  

TO SOUTH SUDAN  

 

The Secretary General of the East African Community Amb. Dr. Richard Sezibera  
concluded his working mission to the Republic of South Sudan with a courtesy call on 
His Excellency Gen. Salva Kiir Mayardit at State House in Juba, South Sudan on 17 July, 
2014. 
  
Present at the courtesy call were Hon. Dr. Barnaba Marial Benjamin, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation; Hon. Aggrey Tisa Sabuni, Minister of Finance and 
Economic Planning; Minister of Internal Security and other senior government officials. 
  
The Secretary General’s working mission was undertaken at the invitation of the  
Republic of South Sudan and was aimed at sharing information and exchanging views 
with the High Level Committee recently appointed by the President to spearhead the 
negotiations for South Sudan’s Accession to the East African Community, and their 
Technical Teams.  
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The Vice President of the Republic of South Sudan H.E 
James Wani Igga has affirmed that the current conflict in 
some parts of the country will be soon sorted out to allow 
the South Sudanese citizens to continue with their normal 
lives and enjoy the fruits of an independent nation. 
  
The Vice President, who was on 16 July, 2014 officiating at a 
meeting between the EAC High Level Technical Mission and 
the South Sudan Accession Technical Sub-Committees held 
at the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs in Juba, said South 
Sudan, being a young nation, still needs support and  
integration from the “older” nations within the region. 
  
“Don’t reject us, we want that political, economic and social 
alliance with the EAC Partner States. As a government, we 
are determined to take drastic reforms in order to meet the 
standards of the East African Community. We have  

Institutions in place but we need transformations and  
reforms in all these Institutions” stated the Vice President, 
adding “we shall learn a great deal from the EAC on checks 
and balances, combating corruption, as well as observing 
discipline in all the Ministries and sectors”. 
  
The Vice President re-affirmed the policy of the Government 
of South Sudan to join the EAC and urged the technocrats to 
be in the forefront in sensitizing the masses and propagating 
the need for the country to join the regional bloc while tak-
ing into account the overall benefits the country will accrue 
from joining it.  
  
At the meeting, Hon. Dr. Barnaba Marial Benjamin, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of South 
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Sudan disclosed that His Excellency Salva Kiir Mayardit had 
signed a decree on 13 March 2014, appointing a High Level 
Committee to oversee South Sudan’s accession to the EAC. 
He said the High Level Committee had started its work by 
undertaking several preparatory activities for the negotia-
tions. He reiterated the need for South Sudan to join the 
EAC, a regional bloc that is performing and visible. 
  
Hon. Aggrey Tisa Sabuni, Minister of Finance and Economic 
Planning stated that four Technical Sub-Committees had 
been formed on: Legal, Security and Political Affairs; Trade, 
Finance, Economic and Productive Sectors; Environment, 
Health, Education and Culture; and Infrastructure and Ser-
vices. A Secretariat had also been established to coordinate 
the work of the Technical teams. 
  
The Secretary General of the East African Community Amb. 
Dr. Richard Sezibera informed the meeting that negotia-
tions will be at both the Technical and Ministerial levels and 
urged the technocrats nominated to the Negotiation Team 
to give proper guidance to their superiors.  
  

Technical officers from the EAC Secretariat shared with the 
government officials and the Technical Sub-Committee 
members the processes of the negotiations as well as the 
various policies, programmes and achievements in the four 
thematic areas. 
  
Earlier, the Secretary General and his team held a briefing 
session with the international donor community in South 
Sudan at the Ministry of Finance and Economic Develop-
ment offices. 
  
At the meeting, Amb. Sezibera commended all Develop-
ment Partners who continue to stand with the Republic of 
South Sudan at its hour of need. He said the return to 
peace and stability in South Sudan will accelerate the nego-
tiation process, and urged all warring parties as well as the 
Partners to redouble their efforts to end conflict and invest 
in the socio-economic development of the people of South 
Sudan. 
  
The meeting, which was chaired by Hon. Mary Jervas Yak, 
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Finance and Economic  
Planning, received a presentation on EAC Policies and  
Programmes from the EAC Technical Team.  

(Continued from page 2) 
 

EAC UPDATE ISSUE NO 84                                                                                                                            31 JULY 2014 

…We need your support and guidance on how to proceed 



   4 

 

The Secretary General of the East African Community, Amb. Dr. 
Richard Sezibera on 23 July, 2014 unveiled the Quality  
Management System (QMS) Policy Statement for the EAC  
Secretariat.  
 
Unveiling the QMS policy statement to the staff at the EAC 
Headquarters, the Secretary General said in pursuit of  
performance excellence and effectiveness in achieving its objec-
tives, it was imperative that the EAC Secretariat deploys  
internationally recognized standards in its service delivery.  
  
Amb. Sezibera reiterated that the Secretariat had embraced and 
is implementing Quality Management System concept based on 
the ISO 9001:2008 Standard following the successful conclusion 
of the pilot phase of the Quality Management System (QMS) in 
May 2012. 
 
  

He said documentation of the core planning processes was in 
progress and that the System was currently being rolled out to 
the rest of the EAC Secretariat based on the ISO 9001:2008 
Standard. 
  
The roll-out phase commenced in June 2014, with immediate 
focus on documentation of processes in the Directorate of  
Finance and Directorate of Planning with the aim of achieving 
certification of the two Directorates by December 2014. It is 
planned that the entire EAC Secretariat will be ISO 9001:2008 
certified by December 2015. 
  
Amb. Sezibera noted that successful implementation of the  
System will enhance the Secretariat’s efficiency, productivity, 
performance, accountability, and provide the basis for  
continuous improvement of its processes and service delivery, 

 
(Continued on page 5) 
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adding that; “the EAC Secretariat will enhance its reputa-
tion and improve its stakeholder relationships”. 
  
In addition, implementation of the System will enable each 
staff member understand his/her role and how their work 
contributes to the quality of service that the EAC  
Secretariat provides. “Therefore, our role as staff members 
is to individually and collectively support this process 
through participation in development, implementation and 
maintenance of the EAC Secretariat Quality Management 
System” concluded the Secretary General. 
  
Dr. Enos Bukuku, the Deputy Secretary General in charge 
of Planning and Infrastructure, whose docket will oversee 
implementation of QMS at the Secretariat and its roll over 
to other Organs and Institutions of the EAC, said “the  
rolling out of QMS to all functions of the Secretariat was 
very important exercise that will transform the Secretariat’s 
way of delivering services to its customers, and more  
importantly inspire confidence among all our stakeholders”.  
  
The unveiling of the QMS Policy Statement was attended 
by among others officials from EAC-GIZ Arusha Programme 
office who are supporting the Secretariat with the  
introduction and implementation of the system.  

(Continued from page 4) 
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The Secretary General of the East African Community Amb. Dr. Richard 
Sezibera on 25 July, 2014 sent a message of congratulations to the 
newly appointed Prime Minister of the Republic of Rwanda, Rt. Hon. 
Anastase Murekezi, and to Hon. Amb. Valentine Rugwabiza, who has 
been appointed Minister for East African Community of the Republic of 
Rwanda. 
  
In separate messages dispatched to Kigali, the Secretary General  
congratulated Rt. Hon. Murekezi upon his appointment saying “your 
appointment is, indeed, a reflection of the trust and confidence that HE 
Paul Kagame, President of the Republic of Rwanda and the people of 
Rwanda have in you to direct the affairs of State in fulfillment of their 
aspirations”. 
  
“We at the East African Community, are cognizant of your enormous 
contribution to the Republic of Rwanda in many capacities, including as 
Minister of Public Service and Labor and are, therefore, confident that 
you will continue to play a strategic role and to provide leadership  
towards the continued development and unity of not only the Republic 
of Rwanda, but also the East African region as a whole” concludes the 
Secretary General. 
  
The Secretary General’s message to Hon. Amb. Valentine Rugwabiza, 
newly appointed Minister for East African Community of the Republic of 
Rwanda states that ““your appointment is, indeed, a reflection of the 
trust and confidence that His Excellency the President has in you to 
provide effective leadership in advancing the aspirations of the people 
of Rwanda and the entire East African region”. “The Community looks 
forward to benefitting from your experience and wise counsel, as we 
widen and deepen the East African integration” concludes the Secretary 
General. 
  
Meanwhile, the Secretary General has conveyed most heartfelt  
condolences, on behalf of the entire Community, to Ms. Joyce Mapunjo, 
the Permanent Secretary in Tanzania’s Ministry of East African  
Cooperation following the death of her Beloved husband, Prof. Zakaria 
Mbwambo. Prof. Zakaria Mbwambo passed on Saturday 19th July 2014 
and was laid to rest in Kimara, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania on Tuesday 22 
July, 2014. 
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The 20th Meeting of the Sectoral Council of Ministers Responsible for EAC Affairs and  
Planning (SCMEACP) met at the EAC headquarters in Arusha, Tanzania. 
  
The six-day Sectoral Council meeting which started with the session of Senior Officials on  
7-9 July 2014, was conducted through the sessions of the Permanent Secretaries from  
10-11 July, 2014 and the Ministerial session on 12 July 2014. 
  
The Sectoral Council considered several issues pertaining to scaling up EAC  
integration  including the report on the implementation of the previous decisions of the 
SCMEACP; consideration of the EAC cumulative activity report for the period  July 2013-March 
2014; progress report on status of implementation of the EAC Common Market; outcome from 
the meeting of the Chiefs of Immigration with regard to internationalization of the East African 
Passport; as well as the report of the team of experts on the EAC Institution review. 
  
The Sectoral Council also considered the progress report on the status of implementation of 
the EAC Communication Policy and Strategy; recommendations of the 2nd EAC Secretary  
General’s Forum; and terms of reference for a Consultancy to formulate the EAC Vision 2050. 
  
Progress reports on the Elimination of Non-Tariff Barriers; the COMESA-EAC-SADC Tripartite 
Arrangement and the EAC calendar of activities for the period July-December 2014 are also 
part of the agenda for the meeting. 
  
Addressing the Senior Officials session  EAC Deputy Secretary General in charge of Planning 
and Infrastructure, Dr. Enos Bukuku echoed the critical role the Sectoral Council plays in the 
EAC integration process, reiterating the importance of the meeting.  
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The 2nd EAC/AfDB Technical Planning meeting to review the status of 
implementation of the ongoing projects financed by the Bank concluded 
on 25 July, 2014 at the EAC Headquarters, in Arusha, Tanzania. 
  
The 24-25 July 2014 meeting, which attended by officials from the 
African Development Bank, EAC Organs and Institutions including Lake 
Victoria Basin Commission (LVBC), Lake Victoria Fisheries Organization 
(LVFO), Inter-University Council for East Africa (IUCEA) and the Civil 
Aviation Safety and Security Oversight Agency (CASSOA), also identi-
fied some new projects for consideration by the Bank. 
  
Speaking during the official opening session, the EAC Deputy Secretary 
General in charge of Planning and Infrastructure, Dr. Enos S. Bukuku, 
commended the Bank for the excellent support the region continues to 
enjoy from it on projects and programmes pertaining to roads, rail-
ways, maritime transport, customs, energy, civil aviation, airports, 
OSBPs, ICT, education, gender, and community development, environ-
ment and natural resources.  
  
He underscored the fact that much more still needs to be done in the 
areas  of infrastructure development, trade facilitation, policy harmoni-
zation as well as deepening regional and continental integration. 
 
Dr.Bukuku urged AfDB to continue supporting EAC towards achieving 
the regional development objectives and appealed for support for the 
3rd  EAC Heads of State Retreat on Infrastructure Development and 
Financing scheduled for November 2014. 
 

Mr. Baboucarr Sarr, the African Development Bank Lead Policy Expert, 
commended EAC for moving towards deeper integration and making 
commendable strides in the quest to create a larger, more integrated 
and more diversified single economic market in East Africa  where 
goods, services  and people will move freely. 
  
He informed the meeting that the Bank's current portfolio in EAC  
consists of 126 ongoing projects with a total commitment value of US$ 
4.1bn. About 70% (US$  2.9bn) of this amount has been allocated to 
infrastructure, of which 34% (US$ 1.0bn) in energy, 45% (US$ 1.3bn) 
in transport, and 15% (US$ 0.61bn) in water. The other 30% has been 
allocated to agriculture, social sector, finance and multi-sector. 
  
The EAC team updated the Bank on the performance of the projects 
and programs under implementation, on  cooperation Agreement  
between the Bank and EAC, as well as updates on the preparation for 
the 3rd EAC Heads of State Retreat on Infrastructure  Development and 
Financing. 
  
The current African Development Fund (ADF) cycle is for the period 
2014-2016 and the ADF 14 cycle will  cover 2017-2019. The meeting 
between EAC and the Bank came in good time to identify projects 
which could be submitted for possible funding under ADF 14. The 2nd 

EAC/AfDB Technical Planning Meeting was held in accordance with the 
Cooperation  Agreement between the Bank and EAC of 1998. The first 
Technical Committee meeting was held on 14th to 15th November 
2011. During the first meeting several projects and programmes were 
identified for possible support by the  Bank.  
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The African Mountains Region Forum organized by East African Community in Partnership with Albertine Rift 
Conservation Society (ARCOS), African Mountains Partnership, United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), the Austrian Development Cooperation and Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation is slated for 
22-24 October 2014 in Arusha, Tanzania. 
  
The three-day forum, which aims at enhancing collaboration and framing a regional agenda for sustainable 
mountain development challenges in African mountains, will bring together senior officials from African gov-
ernment institutions, academia, civil society and private sector. 
  
The specific objectives of this forum are to provide an opportunity for different sustainable mountain devel-
opment stakeholders to enhance understanding of common conservation and development issues in the 
region; identify strategic actions to address major emerging issues such as climate change in the region as 
well as promote linkages and collaboration between different stakeholders for a regional framework on sus-
tainable mountain development in Africa. 
  
In addition, the forum will share lessons and experiences in meeting the conservation and development chal-
lenges including water, energy, food security and climate change in Africa Mountain regions as well as entail 
a special session devoted to UNEP’s inter-regional project ‘’Climate Change action in developing countries 
with fragile mountainous ecosystems from a sub-regional perspective’’. 
  
At the regional level,  according to the Treaty for the Establishment of the East African Community, Partner 
States agreed to cooperate in the management of shared natural resources and to take concerted measures 
to foster cooperation in the joint efficient management and sustainable utilization of natural resources within 
the Community for the benefits of the Partner States. 
  
Article 9 of the EAC Protocol on Environment and Natural Resources Management puts emphasize on the 
need to promote the management of trans-boundary ecosystem in East Africa, while under article 20, Part-
ner States agreed to protect mountain ecosystems such a critical water catchment, conservation of heritage 
areas and other areas of common strategic interest at local, national, regional and international levels. 

Africa Mountains Regional Forum  

Set for October 2014 
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The East African Community Sectoral Committee on Legal and 
Judicial Affairs met in Mombasa, Kenya at the Mombasa  
Continental Resort on 21st – 24th July 2014. The Meeting 
was attended by  Legal Experts from the EAC Partner States 
to discuss the Draft EAC NTB Bill, Draft EAC Anti-Counterfeit 
Bill, Proposed Amendments of the EAC Customs Management 
Act, Draft Protocol on Co-operation in Meteorological Services, 
Draft EAC Science and Technology Commission Bill, and the 
Revised EAC Staff Rules and Regulations, among others.   
 
The Committee also  considered the Secretariat’s proposal to 
amend the Treaty for the establishment of the East African 
Community, an issue which was deemed  necessary due to 
the new Constitutional dispensation in Kenya.   
 
Unlike the pervious Constitution of the Republic of Kenya and 
the Constitutions of the other Partner States, Kenya’s  new 
Constitution has no provision for offices of “Ministers” and 
“Permanent Secretaries”, it however establishes the offices of 
“Cabinet Secretaries” and “Principal Secretaries”. This, the 
EAC Secretariat  notes  may create a challenge within the EAC 
decision-making process as far as the Republic of Kenya’s 
participation in the Council and Co-ordination Committee  is 
concerned, as the Treaty basically provides that the member-
ship of the Council shall consist of “Ministers” and Attorneys 

General of the Partner States, while the Coordination Commit-
tee shall consist of “Permanent Secretaries”.  
 
The Committee further debated and improved the revised 
Draft Protocol to operationalize the Extended Jurisdiction of 
the East African Court of Justice (EACJ). Under the new juris-
diction, the EACJ will cover Trade, Investment and matters 
associated with the implementation of the Protocol on the 
Establishment of the East African Community Monetary Union, 
while matters falling under Crimes against Humanity will be 
addressed under the African Union Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights. 
 
Addressing the official opening on behalf of the Secretary 
General, EAC Deputy Secretary General in charge of Finance 
and Administration, Mr. Jean Claude Nsengiyumva echoed the 
meeting was inestimable as it assured that regional integra-
tion will be based on a sound legal platform. 
 
He expressed EAC Secretariat’s commitment to collaborating 
with Partner States to spur efforts towards strengthening the 
EAC legal Framework for furtherance of the regional integra-
tion agenda. 
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 The East African Regional Youth Summit on Climate 
Change opened 25 July, 2014 in Mwanza, Tanzania. The 
conference, organized by the East African Community  
Students Union in collaboration with the Tanzania Youth 
Vision Association, was supported by the EAC Secretariat. 
  
The East African Regional Youth Summit is a platform that 
brings together young people from different parts of East 
Africa to address various challenges. The youth meet once 
every year to discuss issues such as the EAC regional  
integration agenda, and how to take advantage of the  
opportunities that it presents.   
 
This year, the youth are focusing on climate change. The 
Mwanza conference brought together over 200  
participants mostly from Secondary Schools and Institutions 
of Higher Learning.  
  
Climate change is already wrecking lives in Africa. Changing 
weather patterns and extreme weather events, such as 
floods or droughts, have had debilitating consequences on 
the regional agricultural production. These changes have 
led to unreliable farming seasons. A December 2009 esti-
mate put the number of people facing starvation across 
East Africa at 23 million as a result of successive failed 
rainy seasons. 
  

With support from the European Union, United Kingdom 
Department for International Development and the Govern-
ment of Norway, the Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (COMESA), the East African Community 
(EAC) and the Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) are implementing a joint initiative to address cli-
mate change in the three Regional Economic Communities.  
  
In the COMESA-EAC-SADC, climate change effects include 
increased frequency of extreme weather events, flooding, 
storms, and droughts, which has affected the region’s food 
production and its progress towards poverty reduction. 
Climate change may also spark conflict between and within 
nations as resources become scarcer and disasters destroy 
livelihoods. 
  
In order to develop a unified African position on Climate 
Change, the programme is engaging key stake holders 
such as farmer organizations, women, youth and children 
to participate in climate change decision-making processes, 
strategies and interventions. Thus this three-day Youth 
Summit on Climate Change is a great platform to engage 
young people to build regional and continental consensus 
for the African Climate Solution. 
  
  

East African Youth Meet in Mwanza  

to Address Climate Change 
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The 3rd East African Community University Students’ Debate 
2014 is scheduled to be held 4-5 September  2014, in Nai-
robi, Kenya. 
  
The debate which brings together students from various  
Universities and institutions of higher learning from the EAC 
region is an important avenue for sharing information, ex-
change of ideas and promoting discourse and sensitization. 
  
Towards this end, the EAC in collaboration with the GiZ-EAC 
Programme, held a three-day preparatory meeting, 28-30 
July, 2014 in Nairobi to map out the strategies for the forth-
coming debate.  
 
In his remarks during the opening of the  meeting, the EAC 
Deputy Secretary General in charge of Political Federation, 
Mr. Charles Njoroge urged the youth to continue to be advo-
cates championing the tenets of integration.  
 

Mr. Njoroge commended the EAC Youth Ambassadors  
Platform for the noble work of spearheading and populariz-
ing EAC integration within the university community.  
 ‘I also want to assure you that EAC is committed to 
strengthening the networks the Platform has created with 
University administrations over time as well as the EAC 
Youth Clubs in fulfilment of the principal of participation and 
involvement of all segments of the society in the integration 
agenda’, he said. 
  
The Deputy Secretary General maintained that the Regional 
Economic Community was geared towards mobilizing sus-
tainable resources for the Nyerere Centre for Peace and 
Research. 
  
The meeting evaluated the impact of sensitization  
programmes that have been undertaken from the period 
February – June 2014. It is also validated the lessons and 
challenges learnt by the Platform.  

(Continued on page 13) 

EAC UPDATE ISSUE NO 84                                                                                                                            31 JULY 2014 

EAC Students’ Debate 2014 set for  

September in Nairobi 
 



   13 

 

 
According to the Principal Political Affairs Officer at the EAC, 
Isabelle Waffubwa, the opportunity affords the EAC an op-
portunity to rethink, refocus where necessary, and evaluate 
the performance as well as the impact on targeted groups. 
 
The Chair of the EAC Youth Ambassadors, Ms. Effie Owour 
lauded the Members of the Platform for their commitment 
and said that their contribution towards the integration  
progress was already bearing fruit. 
 
The GiZ-EAC Junior Advisor on Peace and Security in the 
EAC, Ms. Venelina Gancheva, affirmed the Organization’s 
commitment to assisting the region realize full integration.   
  
“To date, the Youth Ambassadors have been engaged in 
close to 30 sensitisation activities and over 6000 stake-
holders have been targeted”, Ms. Gancheva remarked. 
  
The University Debate was mooted by the EAC under the 
Nyerere Centre for Peace Research.  The debate among 

other things envisages the full participation of the young 
people in dialogue as well as in the exchange of ideas on 
concrete issues that have impact. 
 

 The EAC University Students’ Debate on  
Regional Integration   
 
The Forum was established to interest University students in 
regional integration. To this end, students have demonstrated 
commitment towards exchange of ideas and sharing of knowl-
edge among themselves. Arising from the 2nd EAC University 
Students’ Debate, the EAC Secretariat launched the EAC Youth 
Ambassadors’ Platform (EAC-YAP) last year to enable structured 
engagement with the youth at Universities and other Higher 
Institutions of Learning.  
  
The Platform spearheads information sharing and sensitization of 
young people through writing articles, debates on topical issues 
in the social media, hosting talk shows on the EAC Integration as 
well as holding sensitization forums across universities. The 
outcome of such activities has enhanced sensitization of peers 
and dissemination of information of the EAC integration, oppor-

tunities and challenges.  

(continued from page 12) 
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